
Dr Federica Mogherini, 

High Representative of the European Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy. 

  

Dear Madam, 

In light of your recent trip to Cuba which, according to the press, was aimed at "re-

confirming the strong relationship" between the island and the European Union (EU), the 

OCDH (Cuban Human Rights Watch) wishes to present some thoughts on the EU’s 

behaviour towards Cuba, which in our opinion lacks moral judgment and ignores the 

established mandatory requirements in both the relationship between the member states 

themselves, and in that of the member states with other nations. 

In the first place, it would seem that the stage that has emerged from the establishment of 

the new commercial and diplomatic framework with the Cuban government, constitutes 

a mistaken process designed to talk about Cubans rather than with Cubans, in a deceitful 

way.  Unless you believe - and we say it with all due respect, that Cuba holds the role of 

mere recipient to be governed by others. 

Likewise, we are very concerned about what seems to be a level of stubbornness on the 

part of the EU, propagated by we not know who, to hold back from exercising an active 

influence in favor of democratization and of ensuring that human rights are respected in 

Cuba. 

The OCDH has on more than one occasion denounced by letter or in person in the 

European institutions, the persistent climate of human rights violations in Cuba, injustices 

and arbitrariness that would not be tolerated in any way by the EU in any of its member 

states. Are you aware that in Cuba during 2017 more than 4,800 arbitrary arrests were 

made and that in there are about 114 political prisoners in jail, including prisoners of 

conscience like Dr. Eduardo Cardet? However, your office has consistently responded 

with "given answers" or with "gifts" such as the statement in your annual report on Human 

Rights in the World, 2016, that Cuba "is a one-party democracy". Such a statement 

ignores political values as well as the delicate coexistence established in the West after 

decades of difficult challenges. By calmly accepting what is now established in Cuba, 

could the EU even be redefining what democracy actually is, in a relativistic way? Do 

you know that in recent months in that proclaimed "pseudo democracy", no independent 

candidates were allowed to take part or even be nominated for the municipal elections? 

In fact the vice-president of the country expressed that the following of electoral law 

would be prevented, as would any other manifestation of an independent civil society. Is 

this what we must now understand as “democratic” in the eyes of the European Union? 

Whilst we understand the concerns and motives that each European state may have 

regarding its present and future, and whilst we presume that they respond to what they 

consider to be the best for the Cuban people, when it involves bias and partiality, the best 

will can lead to very large errors. 

We are also in favor of political dialogue, but not dialogue without demands, like that 

established from Europe. 



It would be a regrettable error for the EU not to rectify its position, and for it to continue 

to see the difficulties of relations between Cuba and the United States, as an opportunity 

to strengthen their geostrategic positions, especially when this is done to the detriment of 

its historic foundations and positions. Do they aim to compete in pragmatism and even in 

"fidelity" with Russia, for example? 

In any case, we do not accept that the well-being of Cubans from the social, economic, 

political and cultural point of view, can come about in a context of repression and 

limitations to fundamental rights and freedoms, such as that which we are currently 

observing. Nor do we accept that the EU has to stop being Europe in order to have a 

presence in geopolitics; or that it has to abandon the very values that have made it a 

respected model for the rest of the world. 

 

Yours faithfully. 

                                

Elías Amor Bravo 

President, OCDH 

 

Alejandro Gonzalez Raga                                                                    

Executive Director, OCDH                                                              

 


